
28th September 2018

Dear Licensing Committee/Team

My post is Head of Community Resilience and Integration, Cambridgeshire County Council 
and Peterborough City Council. I lead a team of Community Connectors whose main task is 
to keep close link with community groups with a view to improve community cohesion and 
prevent community tensions, where practicable. 

I am making this submission as part of Cumulative Impact Policy review  in Op Can-Do area. 

The area has probably highest ratio of licensed premises selling alcohol in proximity of 
residential area in Peterborough.  I understand the density is very high and in some context 
equates to 102.4 premises licensed to sell alcohol per square km (LSOA E1015602). 

Bulk of Cohesion Team time  which I lead is spent in engagement with community groups in 
Can-Do area as this area has disproportionate level of social challenges including  fly 
tipping, drugs, substance abuse, alcohol abuse, overcrowdedness, domestic violence, hate 
crime and consequential community tensions. -

It is important to note that we work very closely with community and it is very clear that bulk 
of these issues go unreported for a variety of reasons including English language skills, lack 
of confidence in police or council capability to deal with the issues, frustrated acceptance of 
the undesirable situation etc. Some of these issues are directly linked to lack of available 
resources to deal or respond to the public complaints or given lower priority of response in 
comparison with other more serious issues. 

I have attended resident meetings where residents openly commented about people 
urinating in their front gardens at night. 

People in the area are fed up with the situation and those who can leave opt to move from 
the neighbourhood. Census figures are supportive of high level of 'White flight' which is 
referred to number of White British leaving certain areas. 

The situation over the past years have relatively stabilised with the implementation of 
cumulative impact policy and the local residents are undoubtedly concerned that any 
relaxation will escalate the deterioration in their neighbourhood. Hence to my understanding, 
it is not surprising that 8 out of 9 Councillors in Can Do area have sent in their submission 
objecting to any such relaxation. Two of the most active resident groups in the area including 
Millfield and New England Regeneration Partnership (which works closely with  Victoria Park 
Residents Association)  and Community First  have also raised objection to such relaxation. 
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Data can never tell the full story as it depends upon what is captured or  what can be 
captured. 

Qualitative evidence is crucial in making any decision in such matters and local councillors 
would be best in place to reflect such community concerns. 

Should the Licensing Committee wish to have direct understanding of the residents' 
concerns, Cohesion Team would be happy to arrange a tour or community based event in 
Can-Do area. 

One key factor which must be borne in mind is the impact of any such relaxation on the 
limited resources available to tackle social issues including policing, environment and road 
safety issues. 

I am happy to attend Licensing Committee and share my views further. 

Kind regards, 

Jawaid Khan 
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